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A INTRODUCTION 
 
01 The IGCC/UNIDO/IMO/IPIECA First Meeting on the revision of the emergency Protocol 

to the Abidjan Convention was held at the Interim Guinea Current Commission, 1, Akosombo 

Street, Accra, Ghana from 23 to 24 April 2007.  

 

0.2 The main objective of the Meeting was to review the draft emergency Protocol to the 

Abidjan Convention. 

 

0.3 All the Guinea Current Large Marine Ecosystem National Project Directors and national 

maritime Authorities had been invited to nominate participants to the Meeting, taking into 

consideration the objectives of the Meeting.  With a view to facilitating the future participation of 

all countries covered by the Abidjan Convention, the invitation was also extended to the relevant 

ministries in the other countries of West and Central Africa, including South Africa.  Relevant 

international organizations had also been invited to take part in the Meeting. 

 

0.4 The Meeting was organized back-to-back with the Second Meeting of the Technical 

Advisory Group on the development of Sub regional Contingency Plan and sub regional 

agreement for cooperation in cases of major pollution incidents, which was attended by the same 

participants. 

 

 

PARTICIPANTS 

 

0.5 The Meeting was attended by participants nominated by the following countries:  

 

Benin Ghana 

Cameroon Guinea Bissau 

Cape Verde Liberia 

Congo (Dem. Rep) Mauritania 

Congo (Rep.) Namibia 
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Côte d’Ivoire Nigeria 

Equatorial Guinea Sao Tome & Principe 

Gabon Senegal 

Gambia Togo 

 

0.6 Representatives of the following UN organizations and programmes also participated in 

the Meeting: 

- International Maritime Organization (IMO) 

- United Nations Industrial Development Organisation (UNIDO) 

- United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 

 

0.7 The Meeting was also attended by representatives of the following Non Gouvernemental 

Organization: 

- International Petroleum Industry Environmental Conservation Association 

(IPIECA) 

 

0.8 The complete list of participants is given in Annex I to this report.  

 

 

1 OPENING OF THE MEETING  

 

1.1 The meeting on the revision of the Emergency Protocol to the Abidjan Convention 

together with the Technical Advisory Group Meeting also held at the Secretariat of the Interim 

Guinea Current Commission from 23 to 24 April 2007 were both opened by Hon. Professor 

Christopher Ameyaw-Akumfi, Minister, Ministry of Harbours and Railways.  In his speech, the 

Hon. Minister noted that the meetings were being held at a time when maritime safety and the 

protection of the marine environment were receiving renewed attention and active support from 

all countries. He applauded the collaboration between the IGCC, IMO and IPIECA to address 

concerns relating to the development of regional cooperation in cases of major marine pollution 

incidents within the Guinea Current Large Marine Ecosystem (GCLME) region in West and 
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Central Africa. He wished all participants fruitful deliberations and a happy stay in Ghana.  The 

full text of his address is attached as Annex II. 

 

1.2 The Chairman for the opening ceremony was Capt. A. O. Turkson, Principal, Regional 

Maritime Academy, Accra, Ghana.  In his address, he asked the participants to bring to bear their 

expertise and knowledge, to fine-tune and consolidate the Sub-regional Contingency Plan, the 

Sub-regional Agreement for Co-operation in cases of Major Marine Pollution Incidents and the 

Revised Emergency Protocol to the Abidjan Convention. He urged them to pay particular 

attention to carrying out regular drills and simulation exercises to facilitate the implementation of 

the Sub-regional Contingency Plan. 

 

1.3 The Project Manager, UNIDO, Dr. Chika Ukwe, speaking on behalf of the UNIDO 

Director General, Dr. Kandeh Yumkella welcomed all participants.  He assured delegates of the 

continued support and assistance of UNIDO in the finalization and implementation of the Sub-

Regional Plan as well as the conduct of regular exercises to test and operationalise the Plan. He 

lauded the level of enthusiasm and support from the countries of the GCLME and the wider 

Abidjan Convention area to the development and implementation of the Plan, Agreement and the 

revised Protocol. On behalf of UNIDO, he thanked the IMO, IPIECA and the Private Sector for 

their support in the organization of the meeting.  

 

1.4 Mr. Malamine Thiam, Technical Officer, Marine Environment Division of IMO, speaking 

on behalf of Mr. Efthimios Mitropoulos, Secretary-General of IMO, welcomed the participants to 

the meeting.  In his address, he recalled the major points discussed during the first meeting of the 

Technical Advisory Group and indicated his confidence that, with the resolve of all concerned, 

agreement will be reached on the important questions raised regarding the draft plan and 

agreement during the first meeting.  He further recalled that the participants will also undertake a 

very important and timely exercise in the latter part of the week and which relates to the revision 

of the Emergency Protocol to the Abidjan Convention.  In this respect he gave an account of the 

sequence of events, which led to the decision by the Parties to initiate such a revision.  The full 

text of his address is attached as Annex III. 
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1.5 The Executive Secretary, IGCC / Regional Director, GCLME, Prof. Chidi Ibe, thanked 

the Honourable Minister for Harbours and Railways for the honour of his presence.  He 

welcomed all delegates to the two important Meetings and thanked them for their continued 

interest and support for regional activities being implemented from the vantage platform of the 

IGCC and commended the IMO, IPIECA and UNIDO for their contributions towards key 

successes so far recorded by the project in the area of maritime safety and protection of the 

marine environment. He wished the delegates successful deliberations. 

 

 

2 ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING 

 

2.1 The participants unanimously confirmed Capt. A. O. Turkson, Principal, Regional 

Maritime Academy, Accra, Ghana, as Chairman.  

 

 

3 ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

 

3.1 The meeting adopted the Agenda presented in Annex IV of this Report. 

 

 

4 CONSIDERATION OF THE DRAFT EMERGENCY PROTOCOL TO THE 

ABIDJAN CONVENTION 

 

4.1 The IMO representative first gave an account of the circumstances which led to the 

decision by the Contracting Parties to revise the Emergency Protocol to the Abidjan Convention. 

The meeting was informed that during their 5th meeting held in Accra, Ghana, the Contracting 

Parties to the Convention considered that the Protocol had been adopted in 1981 and that, since 

then, many events had taken place in particular in the development of new Conventions, they 

requested that the revision of the Protocol should be done and gave some directions on possible 

content of the revision. It was further agreed that the Protocol should be extended to include 

aspects of prevention of marine pollution. The Interim Guinea Current Commission proposed to 
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hold a first meeting of technical and legal experts back to back with the second meeting on the 

adoption of a contingency Plan for the Guinea Current Large Marine Ecosystem (GCLME) sub-

region. 

 

4.2 The IMO consultant introduced the document prepared for the meeting. He stated that, 

in writing the proposed draft text, experience with the revision of a similar Protocol for the 

Mediterranean Sea (Barcelona Convention) was used. He drew the attention of the meeting that 

the number of changes proposed would justify to replace the existing Protocol and not to amend 

it. It is with that in mind that the draft was prepared. The meeting was then invited to discuss the 

draft document article by article. 

 

4.3 The document as proposed was thoroughly discussed and a version encapsulating the 

results of the discussions is attached at Annex V.  The main points raised during the discussions 

are summed up and attached as Annex VI. 

 

4.4 On Articles 18 to 24, the Interim Co-ordinator of the Abidjan Convention RCU drew  the 

attention of the meeting that such articles would be necessary for a “new “ Protocol but not for 

the amendment to an existing Protocol following the rules of article 18 of the Convention. It was 

then reminded that, because the changes were too numerous, it was proposed to consider the 

attached text as a new Protocol, following the precedent of the Protocol to the Barcelona 

Convention; such was the reason to introduce those articles and to consider that the Protocol 

should be adopted by a diplomatic Conference and not by the meeting of Contracting Parties. The 

Interim Co-ordinator informed the Meeting that she understood the question and would need 

further thought in consultation with UNEP to see what follow-up action is required as far as the 

document resulting from the deliberation is concerned. 

 

4.5 The meeting had then a first exchange of views on the procedure which would lead to the 

adoption of the Protocol as appended to this report. 

 

4.6  The Executive Secretary of the Interim Commission of the Guinea Current Commission 

drew the attention of the meeting to the fact that the envisaged solution had been to amend the 
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existing Protocol and not to replace it. He further highlighted that the procedure to adopt a “new 

“Protocol would be very long and would cost a lot of money not available to-day for such a 

purpose while amendments to the existing Protocol would be much more easily adopted with no 

additional costs as it would be the meeting of Contracting Parties which would adopt the 

amendements. 

 

4.7 The meeting then discussed the advantages and drawbacks of the two solutions – new 

Protocol versus amendments to the existing one. It adopted the idea of amendments to the 

existing Protocol. 

 

4.8 The IMO representative took note of the decision and offered to look into the way to 

transform the text as discussed during the meeting into amendments to the existing Protocol. 

 

 4.9 As the new proposal would use the substance of the draft Protocol as appended to this 

report,(Annex V), it was agreed that comments on the substance of articles 1 to 15 of the 

attached text at Annex V should be sent before 25 October 2007 to both: 

- Professor Chidi Ibe, Executive Secretary of the Interim Guinea Current Commission 

(copy to Dr Abe).  e-mail           fax    ; and 

- Mr Malamine Thiam, Head Technical Co-operation Coordination & Major Projects, 

IMO [e-mail: mthiam@imo.org fax + 44 20 7587 3261/10 

-  

 

5 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 

5.1  The IMO Representative gave a brief overview on the activities still to be implemented 

under the IMO/UNIDO MoU within the framework of the GCLME Project. 

 
 
6 ADOPTION OF THE REPORT 
 
6.1 The Meeting adopted the report together with the annexes, as the “Report of the 

IG-CC/UNIDO/IMO/IPIECA First Meeting on the revision of the Emergency Protocol to the 

Abidjan Convention”. 
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7 CLOSURE OF THE MEETING 
 
7.1 The closing ceremony of both meetings was chaired by Capt. A. O. Turkson, Principal of 

the Regional Maritime Academy. In his address, Capt. Turkson thanked the participants for their 

dedication and support in achieving the objectives of both meetings. He encouraged them to work 

diligently, to ensure that the adopted Sub-regional Contingency Plan is implemented at the 

national level. 

 
7.2 The Project Manager, UNIDO, Dr. Chika Ukwe, reiterated the continued support of 

UNIDO in implementing the agreements reached during the meeting. He thanked the IMO and 

IPIECA for providing technical and financial support for the meeting. 

 

7.3 Mr. Malamine Thiam, IMO, thanked all for the fruitful discussions during the meeting 

and looked forward to further collaboration and cooperation between the IGCC, UNIDO, IMO, 

IPIECA and the countries in the region. He thanked all who contributed to the successful 

organization of the meetings.  

 
7.4 Prof. Chidi Ibe commended the delegates for the sacrifices they made to be present at the 

meetings and for their commitment and willingness to contribute to the common good of the 

region. He thanked the Consultants and Experts for their contributions towards the crystallization 

of some of the key concepts embedded in the GCLME Project. Prof. Ibe also thanked the 

chairman for guiding the two meetings to a productive end. Finally, he thanked the press for their 

veritable reportage through which the laudable objectives and targets of the project are 

appreciated in the sub region and beyond. 

 

7.5 The chairman then declared the meetings duly closed. 
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ANNEX 1 LIST OF PARTICIPANTS  
 

Countries 
 

 

Bénin  
 
Wabi Marcos 
Chef Service Prévention des Pollutions  
Ministère de l’Environnent et de la Protection de la 
Nature 01 BP 3621 
Tel: +229 21315081/+229 90920269 
Fax: +229 21312065 
mawabi@yahoo.fr  
 
Bernadino Do Sacramento 
Chef du Service de la Réglementation 
Direction de la Marine Marchande 
01 BP 1234 Cotonou 
Tel: +229 21 332065/229 93001281 
Fax: +229 21315645 
emilicio@yahoo.fr 
 
 
 

Cameroon  
 
Blaise Efendene (Dr.) 
Ministère de l’Environnement et de la Protection de la Nature 
Yaoundé Cabinet du Ministre 
Tel : +237 99985351 
efendeneblaise@yahoo.fr 
 
Cape Verde 
 
Rosario Lopes Joao 
Senior Adviser, Cape Verde Maritime Administration 
Tel: +238 2324342 /+238 9966941 
Fax: +238 2324343 
rosarlopes@hotmail.com 
 
Congo  
 
Kali-Mavoungou Bruno 
Chef de Service de la sécurité maritime 
Direction Générale de la Marine Marchande 
BP 1107 Pointe Noire 
Tel: +242 5394638 
kalmav_bruno@yahoo.fr 
 

Côte D’Ivoire  
 
Niagne Martin Dibi 
Assistant de Programme  
Ministère de l’Environnent des Eaux et Forets  
20 BP 650 Abidjan 20 Côte d’Ivoire 
Tel : +225 20211183 
Fax : +225 20211183 
dibmartino@yahoo.fr 
 
 

DR Congo  
 
Jean-Paul Mwamba Nyembo 
Directeur National CICG/CNSE, Ministère de l’Environnement 
15 Avenue Papa Ileo Gombe Kinshasa, BP 12348 Kinshasa I 
Tel: +243 997816451 
nyembordc@yahoo.fr 
 
Diatulu Nsunda Jacques 
Ministère T.V.C, Kinshasa  
Tel: +243 0998207100 
Fax: +243 8802257 
kiesdiatulu@yahoo.fr  
 
Jacques Diatulu Nsunda 
Directeur 
Direction de la Marine Marchande et des Voies Navigables  
Ministères des Transport 
117, Boulevard du 30 juin Onatra Kinshasa 1  
Tel: +243 0998207100 
kiesdiatulu@yahoo.fr 
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Gabon  
 
Augustin Maganga-Nziengui 
Coordonnateur National du Plan 
BP 1379 Libreville  
Tel/fax : +241 734773 
magangailfa@yahoo.fr  
 
Alain Regis Gnambault Kaka 
Secrétaire Général Adjoint 
Ministère de la Marine Marchande et des Equipements 
Portuaires  
Tel: +241 07292444 
alagnaka@yahoo.fr  
 
Guinea-Bissau 
 
Biague Mario 
Coordinateur 
Cellule d’Evaluation d’Impact Environnemental 
Cabinet du Premier Ministre 
Avenue Pansau Na Isna-Cofueiro  
BP 70-Bissau 
Tel: +245 6635494 / 7219726/ 207118 
m_biague@yahoo.fr, mbiague@hotmail.com 
 
Cabral Octávio 
Assistante de Programme GCLME - Guinée-Bissau 
Direction Generale de l’Environnement 
BP 399 Rua Săo Vicente Paulo, Bissau 
Tel : +245 6732289 
octavio_cabral@yahoo.com.br 
 
Guinea Equatorial  
 
Simon Osa Adugu 
Director Nacional del projecto CIGC 
Ministerio de Pesca Y Media Ambiente 
Tel : +240 253575 
osa2adugu@yahoo.es 
 
Pedro Mensuj Asumu  
Direction de Transportes Maritino, Terrestre & Fluvial 
Ministerio de Transportees, Tecnologia cornos & 
Telecomunicacions Malabo 
Tel: +240 278646 
Fax: +240 093999 
mensujasumu@yahoo.com  
 

Gambia 
 
Baboucarr Joof 
Gambia Ports Authority 
Tel: +220 4375058/4227850 
 
Momodou Jama Suwareh 
Senior Programme Officer, Coastal & Marine Environment 
National Environment Agency Head Of CME Programme, 5 
Fitzgerald Street Banjul The Gambia , PMB 48 
Tel: +220 4228086 /2209989838 
Fax: +2204229701 
momodoujama@yahoo.co.uk 
msuwareh@nea.gm 
 
Ghana 
 
Carl Fiati 
Principal Programme Officer 
Environmental Protection Agency 
P. O. Box M 326 Accra  
Tel: +233 21 664697/8 0277403072 
Fax: +233 21 662690 
 
Daniel S. Amlalo 
Deputy Executive Director, EPA 
P. O. Box M326, Accra 
Tel: +233 21664697/8 
Fax: +233 21 662690 
damlalo@epaghana.org 
 
Harry Barnes-Dabban 
Corporate Estate & Environment Manager  
Ghana Ports & Harbours Authority 
P. O. Box 150, Tema 
Tel: +233 244667206 
Fax: +233 22 202812 
hbarnes_dabban@ghanaports.net 
 
Kwamena Quaison 
Assistant Director 
Ministry of Local Govt, Rural Development and Environment 
P. O. Box M 232 Accra 
Tel: +233 21 662533 
Fax: +233 21 660005 
kequaison@gmail.com 
 
Alfred Oteng-Yeboah 
c/o IGCC Executive Secretariat 
Tel +233 244 772256 
otengyeboah@yahoo.co.uk 



- 12 - 

Liberia  
 
Yvonne Kaulah Clinton 
Deputy Commissioner for Techinical Services 
Bureau of Maritime Affaires Tubman Boulevard, Sinkor 
P.  O. Box 10-9042 
Tel : +231 6 510031 
kaulah2002@yahoo.com, kaulah@hotmail.com 
 
David L. Wiles 
GCLME / IGCC- Liberia, P. O Box 4020 Monrovia  
Tel : +231 6527484 
davidwiles@yahoo.com 
 
 
 

Mauritanie 
 
Bowba El Khaless 
Chef de Service océanographie, Ministère des Pèches  
BP 132 Nouakchott,  
Tel : +222 6360638 / 5298095 
elkhalessb@yahoo.fr  
 
Namibia  
 
Japhet Iitenge 
Deputy Director 
Ministry of Works, Transports & Communication 
PMB 12005 Namibia  
Tel: +264 612088037 
Fax: +264 61240024 
jiitenge@mwtc.gov.na 

Nigeria  
 
Adewale Moses Babatunde  
Assistant Director (Pollution Prevention)  
Nigeria Maritime Administration and Safety Agency  
4, Burma Road, Apapa Lagos, Nigeria 
Tel: +234 8022249956 
tundeadewale2002@yahoo.com 
 
Ugochukwu Chinedu Ernest Ihemejeh 
National Programme Assistant, UNIDO 
25 Lugard Street Ikoyi Lagos-Nigeria 
Tel: +234 8036754932 
ernest_ihemejeh@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Aniediobong Ukpong 
Consultant GCLME/UNIDO 
c/o UNIDO No 25 Lugard Street Ikoyi Lagos 
Tel: +234 8033189441 
andyukpong@yahoo.com 
 
Martin Chijioke Simon Ebughu 
Legal Expert on Policy 
Okosisi Ezeanyika & Co Ideato Chambers No.6 Ojike 
Lane, Aba Abia State 
Tel: +234 803708818 
simoneebug@yahoo.com  
 
Dauda Abiodun Gidado 
Assistant Director, National oil Spill Detection and 
Response Agency, 5th Floor NAIC House, Garki, Abuja 
Tel: +234 8036138408 / 23496714928 
Fax: +234 94618698 
dagidado@yahoo.com 

Nigeria 
 
Nnodimele Ethelbert E. 
General Manager 
ISEPA (UNIDO Centre of Excellence & Pollution Centre) 
ISEPA/GCLME Regional Pollution Centre, Ministry of  
Petroleum & Environment PMB 1159, Oweri Imo State  
Tel: +234 8032577073 
08032577073 
isepaunido_org@yahoo.com  
nnoclimethel@yahoo.com  
 
Idris Olubola Musa 
Deputy Director/ Head Oil Spill Detection Dept. 
National Oil Spill Detection and Response Agency (NOSDRA) 
5th Floor, NAIC House 
PMB 145 Garki, Abuja Nigeria 
Tel: +234 96714928 / 08033153547 
Fax: +234 94618698 
jomusa2003@yahoo.com  
iomusa2003@yahoo.com  
 
Chijioke Onyemauche Amadi 
Programme Assistant,  
UNIDO 
ISEPA/UNIDO Centre of Excellence  
PMB 1159 Owerri, IMO State  
Tel: +234 8034302292 
amadi78@yahoo.com 
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Sao Tome & Principe  
 
Manuel Fernandes De Ceita Vaz Do Rosario 
Cadre de Direction Generale de l’Environment  
Avenda Kwa Nkruma 
P. O. Box 1023 Sao Tome  
Tel: +239 225323/239 911266/220102 
Fax: +239 227156 
manrosario2000@yahoo.com.br 
 
Gelsa Marila Carvalho Vera Cruz 
Direction General de l’Envriromnent 
Avenda Kwa Nkruma 
P. O. Box 1023 Sao Tome  
Tel: +239 227156/225323 
Fax: 239 227156 
gelsacarvalho@yahoo.com.br 
 

Senegal  
 
Babacar Ba 
Chef des Opérations Hassmar 
BP 349 Dakar Sénégal  
Tel : +221 6493988 
babacarb@yahoo.com 
mbayeba@gmail.com  
 
Gomis Diedhiou 
Ingenieur Inspecteur de la Navigation 
Direction Marine Marchande 
12 Avenue Faidherbe Angle Rue Vincent 
BP 4032 Dakar Sénégal 
Tel : +221 8213643/6345172 
Fax : +221 8236862 
gdiediou@yahoo.fr 
 

Togo  
 
Kouasivi Bougonou Djeri-Alassani 
Juriste Spécialisé en Gestion de l’environnement 
Direction de  
l’environnement 
BP 4825 Lomé – Togo 
247, Rue des mimes 
Tel : +288 9181315/2210333 
Fax : +228 2215197/2213321 
denv_togo@yahoo.fr 
 
Yawo Jonky Tenou 
Ingénieur en gestion de l’Eau et de l’environnement 
Direction de l’environnement  
BP 4825 Lomé 
Tel : +228 9545450/3388206 
Fax : +228 2210333 
ytenou1@yahoo.fr 
 
Koffi Volley  
Environnementaliste 
Direction de l’Environnent BP 4825 Lomé 
Tel : +228 2213321/9324088 
Fax : +228 2210333 
kofivole@yahoo.fr 
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International Organizations 
 
IMO 
 
Jean-François Levy 
IMO Consultant 
9 rue Anatole France 
94270 Le Kremlin Billère France 
Tel: +33 149606957/+33 685532410 
jean-francois.levy@wanacloo.fr 
 
Malamine Thiam 
Head, Technical Co-operation Coordination & Major 
Projects  
Marine Environnent Division 
4 Albert Embankment  
London SE1 7SR 
United Kingdom 
Tel: +44 (0)2075873188 
Fax: +44(0)2075873261/10 
mthiam@imo.org  
 
Luguje Michael 
Regional coordinator  
IMO Regional Office UNDP ACCR, Ghana 
Tel: +233 244145644 
maluguje@yahoo.co.uk 
 

UNDP 
 
Georgina Jopap 
Consultant 
P. O. Box 11773 Tema 
Tel : +233 244 331309 
georgina.tackie@undp.org  
 
 
IPIECA  
 
Philippe de Susanne  
Project Manager 
IPIECA 
1 Great Cumberland Place London 
Tel : +44 7718897447 
        +447717897447 
philippedesusanne@osrlearl.com 
 
 
IPIECA/OSRL/EARL  
 
Andrew Nicoll 
Advocacy Manager 
OSRL/EARL Southampton Office Lower William 
St, Northam Southampton UK. 
Tel: +44 2380331551 
Fax: +44 2380331972 
andrew.nicoll@osrlearl.com 
 
 

IOPC Fund  
 
Patrick Joseph (Capt.) 
Claims Manager 
International Oil Pollution Compensation Funds 
IOPC Funds Portland House, Bressenden Place 
London Swie SPN 
Tel: +44 2075927100 
Fax: +44 207592711 
info@iopcfund.org 
 

Regional Coordination Unit of the Abidjan 
Convention  
 
Nasséré Kaba 
Interim Coordinator of the Abidjan Convention  
RCU 
Tel/fax: +225 20211183 
kabanassere@hotmail.com 
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Non – Governmental Organiztaions 
 
Sikirou Kola Adam (Prof) 
Centre for Environment and development in Africa 
CEDA 081 BP 7060 Cotonou 
Tel: +229 21 381405/97977576 
Fax: +229 21 380192 
adam_ceda@yahoo.fr 
cedaconsult@yahoo.fr 
 
Private Sector  
 
C. Chike Chikwewdu 
Managing Consultant 
Link Resources Limited 
P. O. Box 52756 
Ikoyi Lagos 
Tel: +234 8023188059 
Fax: +234 8037128890 
c_chikwendu@hotmail.com  
 
 
Media 
 
Jennifer Uloma Igwe 
Senior Presenter/Producer 
Nigeria Television Authority 
Television House Ahmadu Bello Way, 
Victoria Island Lagos 
Tel: +234 8033291417 +234 7028201146 
caremuchmore@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Chidi Nnadi  
Chief Correspondent 
The Sun Publishing Limited 
2, Coseharis Street, Kirikiri Industrial Layout, 
Apapa-Lagos 
Tel: +234 8037218876 / +234 8072402028 
nwannadai@yahoo.com 
 
Uwaegbulam Chinedum 
Regional Expert on Public Awareness and 
Participation 
Guardian News Papers Ltd. 
Rutam House, Isolo, Lagos  
Tel: +234 8033098502 
Fax: +234 17917260 
neduu@yahoo.com 
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IGCC Executive Secretariat 
 

 

 
Prof. Chidi Ibe   
Executive Secretary IGCC /Regional 
Director, GCLME /  
IGCC Executive Secretariat  
No. 1 Akosombo Road  
PMB CT 324, Accra, Ghana  
Tel: 233- 21- 781225 / 768592 
Cell: 233- 244- 863388 
Fax: 233- 21- 781226 
Email: c.ibe@unido.org, gclme@unido.org  
    

 
Mr. Joshua Okechuku Ndubuisi   
IT Specialist  
Cell: 233- 243- 667 102  
Email: nduijooch@hotmail.com  
  
Ms. Sylvia Osei Nsenkyire  
National Programme Assistant 
Cell: 233- 244- 642 858   
Email: s.nsenkyire@yahoo.com  

 
Dr. Jacques Abe   
Environment  Expert
Cell: 233- 243 630649  
Email: gclme@unido.org, 
jabel@hotmail.com 
   
Mr. Napoleon Gbolonyo   
Administrative Officer 
Cell: 233-244- 524298  
Email: gbolonyo@yahoo.com 

 
Ms. Kelechi Ihemeje  
Personal Assistant to Regional 
Director / Editor 
Cell: 233- 243- 668758  
Email: kihemeje@yahoo.com 
   
Ms. Selina Kuukuwa Yawson  
Junior Scientific Officer 
Cell: 233- 244- 515 026   
Email: s.yawson@yahoo.com 

 
Ms. Thelma Hodey    
Secretary/Receptionist 
Cell: 233-277- 5824 68   

Email: takrumah@yahoo.co.uk 
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ANNEX 2 KEYNOTE ADDRESS DELIVERED BY PROF. CHRISTOPHER AMEYAW-
AKUMFI, HON. MINISTER FOR HARBOURS AND RAILWAYS  

 
 
MR. CHAIRMAN 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, IGCC 
REPRESENTATIVES OF INTERNATIONAL MARITIME ORGANISATION 
REPRESENTATIVE OF UNDP 
REPRESENTATIVES OF INTERNATIONAL PETROLEUM INDUSTRY 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION (IPIECA) 
PROJECT MANAGER, GCLME, UNIDO/VIENNA 
DISTINGUISHED MEETING PARTICIPANTS 
DISTINGUISHED MEMBERS OF THE PRESS 
DISTINGUISHED LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 
 
I am delighted to be with you this morning to open the second meeting of the joint International 
Maritime Organization (IMO)/International petroleum Industry Environmental Conservation 
Association (IPIECA)/Interim Guinea Current Commission (IGCC) and the First meeting on the 
Revised Emergency Protocol to the Abidjan Convention. 
 
Mr. Chairman, the development of regional cooperation in cases of major marine pollution 
incidents within the Guinea Current Large Marine Ecosystem (GCLME) region in West and 
Central Africa forms a major intervention in combating the depletion of living resources and 
protection of the coastal resources from ship and land-based sources of pollution under the 
GCLME Project.  The importance of this intervention has resulted in the collaboration between 
the IGCC, IMO and IPIECA to address these concerns. 
 
Mr. Chairman, I am reliably informed that these meetings are a follow up to two previous ones 
held in April 2007.  I understand these meetings were highly successful.  I congratulate the 
organizers and participants of these meetings. 
 
I am also reliably informed that at the end of the last meetings, participants developed gap 
analysis and action plans for the development of in-country sensitivity maps, developed a 
regional guideline on oil spill sensitivity mapping and developed a draft sub-regional contingency 
plan and developed a draft agreement for cooperation in cases of major pollution incidents. 
 
Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, this week, the two Regional Meetings will 
aim at updating the existing Emergency Protocol to the Abidjan Convention and putting in place 
a viable and effective system of cooperation in the field of preparedness and response amongst 
participating Nations to intervene jointly in cases of major spills either in territorial waters of a 
single Nation or in case of transboundary spill affecting more than one Nation.  The collaboration 
between IMO/IPIECA and IGCC is very laudable.  It affords all partners to share resources in 
joint efforts to address incidents of pollution and also provide a synergy that will lead to rapid 
response. 
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It is significant to note that these meetings are being held at a time when maritime safety and the 
protection of the marine environment were receiving renewed attention and active support from 
all countries. 
 
Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, at the end of these five days participants are expected to 
come out with: 
 

1. A revised draft sub-regional contingency plan; 
2. A revised draft agreement for cooperation in cases of major pollution incidents; 
3. A revised Emergency Protocol to the Abidjan Convention. 

 
Mr. Chairman, distinguished Participants, these are no mean tasks to be completed in such a short 
time of five days.  But I am confident that with the caliber of participants and consultants that are 
present you will live up to expectation. 
 
On this note, it is my humble duty to declare the 2nd Regional Meeting of the IMO/IPIECA/IGCC 
Technical Advisory Group on development of sub-regional contingency plan and sub-regional 
agreement for cooperation in cases of major marine pollution incidents as well as the first 
meeting on the Revised Emergency Protocol to the Abidjan Convention duly open. 
 
I wish you fruitful deliberations and a happy stay in Ghana. 
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ANNEX 3 ADDRESS BY DR. CHIKA UKWE, PROJECT MANAGER, UNIDO 
 
Mr. Chairman and Rector Regional Maritime Academy 
His Excellency, Prof. Christopher Ameyaw-Akumfi, 
The Executive Secretary, IGGC/Regional Director, GCLME, Prof. Chidi Ibe, 
The IMO Representative, Mr. Malamine Thiam, 
Regional Coordinate IPIECA, Mr. Philippe de Sous 
Representatives of the 22 countries of the Abidjan Convention, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
I am very pleased to be here, at the Kenneth Sherman Conference Centre of the IGCC, to extend 
the best wishes of the UNIDO Director General, H.E. Dr. Kadeh Yumkella to the distinguished 
participants of this very important meeting, to deliberate on (i) the Development of a Sub-
regional Contingency and Emergency Preparedness and Response Plan as well as the Sub-
regional Agreement for Cooperation in cases of major Marine Pollution incidents, and (ii) the 
revised Emergency Protocol to the Abidjan Convention. 
 
UNIDO recognizes the importance of this meeting in the light of the growing oil and gas 
production in the GCLME region and the attendant increased maritime traffic for transporting the 
oil and gas resources.  Even though the GCLME has been fortunate in a way not to have 
witnessed major marine pollution incidents in the recent past, we however, recognized that with 
the increased maritime traffic, there are possibilities for major marine pollution incidents and 
hence the need to take precautions in developing and implementing a cooperative plan agreement 
for tackling such incidents should they occur in order to safeguard the GCLME. 
 
We wish to assure you of the continued support and assistance of UNIDO in the finalization and 
implementation of the sub-regional plan and agreement as well as the conduct of regular 
exercises to test and operationalise the contingency plan. 
 
We applaud the level of enthusiasm and support from the countries of the GCLME and the wider 
Abidjan Convention area too the development and implementation of the Plan, Agreement and 
the revised Protocol.  We wish to thank our Partners, IMO, IPIECA and the Private Sector for the 
continued support in the organization of this meeting that will adopt the key documents on the 
Contingency Plan and Revised Emergency Protocol. 
 
I wish to further recommit UNIDO to providing all the necessary support and assistance to the 
countries and the IGCC for implementing the agreed plan and protocol. 
 
I thank you for your attention and wish you a successful deliberation. 
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ANNEX 4 DISCOURS DE BENVENUE DE L’OMI  PAR MARLAMINE THIAM 
RESPONSABLE DE LA COORDNATION DE LA COOPERATION TECHNIQUE ET 
DES GRANDS PROJETS, DIVISION DU MILIEU MARIN DE L’OMI 
 
 
Excellence Monsieur/Madame Le Ministre 
 
Cher Frère Et Distingue Secrétaire Exécutif De La Commission Intérimaire Du Courant De 
Guinée, Professeur Chidi Ibe 
 
Cher Ami Dr. Chika Ukwe Responsable Du Projet  Grand Ecosystème Marin du courant de 
Guinée, 
 
Distingues délègues représentant les états parties a la convention d’Abidjan, 
 
Chers partenaires de l’industrie pétrolière et collègues du système des nations unies, 
 
Mesdames et messieurs 
 
C’est pour moi un privilège et un honneur tout particulier de prendre la parole a l’ouverture de 
cette importante réunion qui est la deuxième du genre sur le développement d’un plan sous 
régional d’intervention d’urgence en cas de pollution majeure entre les états de la sous région. 
 
Je voudrais saisir cette occasion pour vous adresser, au nom de M. Efthimios Mitropoulos, 
Secrétaire Général de l’Organisation Maritime Internationale, nos vœux les plus ardents de 
succès dans nos travaux ainsi que nos remerciements les plus sincères a tous ceux qui ont aide a 
la réalisation de cette importante réunion et particulièrement le gouvernement du Ghana, le 
secrétariat de la CI-CG pour ses efforts dans l’organisation de la réunion, sans oublier les pays de 
la sous région sans l’engagement desquels cette noble initiative n’aurait pas pu voir le jour.  
Mention particulière a nos partenaires de l’industrie pétrolière pour leur soutien financier et 
technique. 
 
Monsieur le ministre, mesdames et messieurs, 
 
La première réunion qui s’est tenue dans cette salle en avril de cette année nous à permis d’initier 
le processus de développement d’un cadre de coopération en cas de pollution majeure entre les 
pays de la sous région.  La présente réunion a pour but d’avancer au maximum dans cette 
initiative et je suis confiant que nous arriverons, au cours des trois premiers jours de cette 
semaine, à nous entendre sur les questions importantes que les deux principaux documents, a 
savoir le projet de plan et le projet de mémorandum, ont soulevées lors de la première réunion.  
Ces assises nous permettront donc de finaliser tous les documents relatifs au plan sous-régional 
en vue de leur soumission a l’approbation et a la signature des autorités compétentes de vos pays, 
y inclus les documents a soumettre a la première réunion des autorités compétentes désignées par 
le plan. 
 
Je demeure convaincu que la période entre les deux réunions a permis des consultations 
fructueuses entre structures nationales concernes, comme recommande par la réunion d’avril.  
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Ceci nous permettra, très certainement, de boucler nos travaux dans les délais en vue de poser un 
jalon important dans la mise en place d’un système de coopération sous-régionale en matière de 
lutte contre une pollution majeure en mer, qu’elle provienne d’un navire ou d’une plateforme. 
 
Cette semaine nous permettra aussi de nous lancer dans un exercice qui arrive a point nomme et 
relatif a la révision du protocole d’urgence a la convention d’Abidjan.  Vous vous souviendrez 
que lors d’une réunion organisée a Accra en mars 2000, les pays de la région avaient convenue de 
la nécessite d’amender le protocole en vue de tenir compte des développements internationaux 
survenus depuis son adoption en 1981.  La réunion a donc demande aux parties contractantes a la 
convention d’Abidjan d’en entamer le processus en convoquant d’abord une réunion d’experts 
techniques et juridiques pour préparer un avant-projet d’amendements a soumettre a une 
conférence diplomatique.  Cette réunion de deux jours entre donc en droite ligne avec les 
recommandations de la réunion d’Accra de mars 2000 et devrait permettre la prise en compte 
dans cette opération de révision du protocole, la dimension « prévention » dans les actions de 
préservation du milieu marin. 
 
Vous conviendrez avec moi que nous avons un programme très charge devant nous.  Aussi 
voudrais-je nous souhaiter ici plein succès dans nos travaux et vous remercier de votre aimable 
attention. 



 
ANNEX 5 WORKSHOP PROGRAMME 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

08:30- 10:00 

- Opening Ceremony and 
introduction to the meeting 
 
Administrative Arrangements 

Review of the draft 
memorandum of 
understanding as adopted 
by the first meeting 

Adoption of the draft 
format to request assistance 

Adoption of the 
“POLREP” system  

Brief description of other 
documents complementary 
to the plan 

10:00- 10:30 Coffee/Tea break Coffee/Tea break Coffee/Tea break Coffee/Tea break Coffee/Tea break 

10:30- 12:00 

Review of the draft Sub -
Regional Contingency Plan for 
Preparedness and Response to 
major marine pollution 
incidents as adopted by the first 
meeting  

Review of the draft 
memorandum of 
understanding as adopted 
by the first meeting 
(Cont) 

Adoption of the draft 
format to request assistance  
(Cont) 

Adoption of the 
“POLREP” system 
(Cont.) 

Summary report 

12:00- 13:30 Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch 

13:30- 15:30 

Review of the draft Sub -
Regional Contingency Plan for 
Preparedness and Response to 
major marine pollution 
incidents as adopted by the first 
meeting (Cont.) 

Review of the terms of 
reference of the Centre as 
adopted by the first 
meeting 

Adoption of the reporting 
procedures of spill 
surveillance  

Review of the draft 
resolution to be 
proposed for adoption 
by the ministerial 
meeting 

Summary report 

15:30- 16:00 Coffee/Tea break Coffee/Tea break Coffee/Tea break Coffee/Tea break Coffee/Tea break 

16:00- 17:30 

Review of the draft Sub -
Regional Contingency Plan for 
Preparedness and Response to 
major marine pollution 
incidents as adopted by the first 
meeting (Cont.) 

Review of the terms of 
reference of the Centre as 
adopted by the first 
meeting (Cont) 

Adoption of the reporting 
procedures of spill 
surveillance  

Review of the draft 
resolution to be 
proposed for adoption 
by the ministerial 
meeting (Cont) 

Closing Ceremony 



ANNEX VII  SUMMARY OF DISCUSSIONS ON THE DRAFT PROTOCOL 
 

1 There was a thorough discussion on the title and in particular on the positioning of the words 
“in cases of emergency”. The IMO consultant reminded the group that any change of the title should 
keep the idea that the Protocol dealt with (a) prevention of pollution by ships (b) combating pollution 
in cases of emergency whatever the source. The meeting decided to keep the title unchanged for 
now. The Preamble was accepted unchanged. 

 
2 In Article 1 (Definitions) it was agreed to remove the square brackets for the Regional Centre 
and to specify that it was “established” by the Contracting Parties. As a consequence the square 
brackets in all articles where the Centre is mentioned would be deleted. All other definitions were 
agreed as proposed. 

 
3 In Article 2 some changes were decided for the French text and it was agreed to add “as 
amended” in square brackets to take into account the fact that the area of the Convention was being 
extended to South Africa. 

 
4 In Article 4, it was agreed to add a provision concerning the wastes in paragraph one and to 
add that the information to the Regional Centre should be transmitted “at least” every two years. 

 
5 In Article 6 the use of the word “reduce” was discussed at length. It was finally agreed to 
keep in the text in line with the recognised phrasing in other instruments: “prevent, reduce and 
control”. 

 
6 In Article 8 it was agreed to have two paragraphs and that the second one should read: “The 
Parties shall also ensure that …”. 

 
7 In Articles 9, 10 and 11 the words “and to the Secretariat of the Convention” were added 
after “International Maritime Organization”. 

 
8 In article 12 a fourth paragraph was added to state that the Regional Centre should be 
informed of the assistance requested in all cases. 

 
9 As regards Article 14 it was underlined that the reception facilities mentioned were those 
which were required under the International Conventions (Annexes I, II, IV and V of the MARPOL 
Convention, Ballast water Convention …) 

 
 

10 One delegation stressed the fact that those countries which were not Parties to the 
International Conventions would face problems and it was agreed that a resolution of the diplomatic 
conference which will adopt the Protocol might be useful on the  model of the one prepared with the 
sub-regional contingency Plan. 

 
11 The Meeting then accepted the draft text of the “new” Protocol, subject to its transformation 
into a text in the form of amendments to the existing Protocol.  The draft text as approved by the 
Meeting is attached at Appendix to this report.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


