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Example of the good use of dispersants as part of oil spill response 



• What are dispersants?
• Oil eating bacteria
• Dispersants toxicity tests
• NEBA/SIMA of dispersant use
• Planning for dispersant use
• Dispersants best practice

Agenda



Oil eating bacteria



How quickly can the bacteria eat the oil?



Dispersant ingredients



Toxicity



Dispersants NEBA/SIMA



Balancing trade-offs



Special consideration for dispersant use



Dispersants as part of the response toolkit



Planning to use dispersants

Regulator approval of dispersant use through:

1. Dispersant product approval
Describes which dispersants are approved for use, and how 
dispersants can be added to an approved dispersant list

2. Dispersant use authorization
Describes where and when the approved dispersants may be 
authorized for use

Information contained in NOSCP or separate dispersant policy



Pre-authorised dispersant use

USA pre-
authorized 
zones of 
dispersant 
use:

Middle East 
(ROPME 
members) 
approved 
dispersant 
list and 
application 
guide:



Dispersants good practice



IPIECA



QUIZ

Oil eating bacteria has been found throughout the water column, up to 
11,000 depth?

1. True
2. False 



QUIZ

Dispersants have the same ingredients in them as baby shampoo, soap 
and cleaning products?

1. True
2. False 


